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a. Ensures women have recognized claims to family or clan land, reducing the risk of exclusion
or dispossession

b. Including women helps safeguard land from being taken by relatives or outsiders after the
death of a husband or father.

c.  Secure land rights for women contribute to household resilience, food security, and long
term planning.

d. Daughters and widows are legally recognized as rightful beneficiaries, reducing inheritance
related conflicts

e. Reflects fairness and inclusion in line with Uganda’s Constitution and Land Act, which
prohibit gender discrimination.

f.  Joint registration can help women access loans or financial services using land as collateral
g. Empowers women to participate in land decisions, management, and dispute resolution
within families and communities.

h. Clear documentation of women'’s rights helps prevent disputes among siblings, in-laws, and
extended family members.

i.  Acknowledges the evolving roles of women as heads of households, caregivers, and
contributors to land productivity.

4. GENDER SENSITIVITY IN ADR & CCO REGISTRATION
(i) What is gender sensitivity in ADR and CCO Registration?

Gender sensitivity in Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) and CCO registration refers

to the intentional inclusion and consideration of the different roles, needs, rights, and challenges
faced by women, men, and other gender identities and vulnerable groups during CCO
registration processes. It ensures fairness, equity, and justice for all regardless of gender.
Gender sensitive approaches will pay particular attention to women whose land rights is always
undermined by men who are closely related to them, such as fathers, brothers, husbands,
brothers-in laws and sons.

(ii) What is the position of Women’s Land Rights in the Law and Under
Customary Land Tenure?

a. The 1995 Constitution and 1998 Land Act provide for non-discrimination of women or any
ABOUT THE AGRIP PROJECT gender with regards to access, use and control of land.

b. Customary systems, too, recognise the rights of women to land.
c. In many customary systems, women'’s land rights are actualized through customary
arrangements that specify from which family women (just like other members) can claim
land rights given their circumstances (married, widowed, separated, etc.).
d. Customary contexts do not permit claiming land rights from two separate families at the
same time as this is seen to promote bad faith and greed. For example, in some customary
contexts, a widow can only claim land from her marital family, and not from both her maiden
and marital family. Similarly, a divorced woman can only claim land from her maiden
family, not the marital family.

ZOA, in partnership with Cordaid and with funding from the Embassy of the Kingdom of the
Netherlands (EKN), is implementing the Agricultural Governance Results Improvement
Project (A-GRIP) in the Busoga, Elgon, Kigezi, Lango, and Rwenzori regions of Uganda. One
key component of A-GRIP is to promote awareness and uptake of Certificates of Customary
Ownership (CCOs) and enhance knowledge of land rights and land dispute resolution through
development of context-appropriate Information, Education and Communication (IEC)

(iii) How to ensure gender sensitivity in ADR and CCO registration?

~A—GRIP . b Ensuring gender sensitivity in Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) and land registration requires
=~ Corda’d } deliberate actions, policies, and practices that promote equity and inclusion. For instance, during a
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IMPROVEMENT PROJECT CCO land registration, it is important and necessary to ensure that:

) a. The names of women are included in the CCO application forms in families where the

MINISTRY OF LANDS, HOUSING ;’J women claim land rights. For example, a family with unmarried daughters should include
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their names in CCO application documents.
Vision2040 b. A man with many wives and daughters should include all their names in the CCO
application.
c. A woman’s family does not judge her based on behaviour (some women are excluded

Z OA c‘ because of assumed bad behaviour), and to recognise that having rights to land rights under

I customary tenure is not conditional upon good or bad behaviour.
from relief to recovery d. Children born to women who are not married should be accorded land rights in the mother’s
family during CCO registration — unless the father of the child makes the customary or

statutory commitments to take responsibility for the child, including allocating land to that
child. Excluding them can have negative implications for the women’s own rights.
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